PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE OF BRISTOL
Updating Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Plan
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What are Comprehensive Plans?
Bristol Land Use Plan
•

Bristol completed a Land Use Plan in
2006 that was adopted as part of the
Kenosha County Multi-Jurisdictional
Comprehensive Plan

•

The Kenosha County Multi-Jurisdictional
Comprehensive Plan was created by
SEWRPC in 2010

•

SEWRPC is working with the County to
update the Multi-Jurisdictional Plan in
2021

•

The Village is working with the Village
Planning Consultant, GRAEF to update
our Land Use Plan (map and text), that
will be referenced in the updated
Kenosha County Multi-Jurisdictional
Plan
2

What are Comprehensive Plans?
•

•

•

Comprehensive Plans are
synonymous with “general plans”
and “master plans” and are longrange plans (30 year outlook)
Comprehensive Plans were
introduced in the Smart Growth
Legislation by Governor Tommy
Thompson (1999)
Comprehensive Plans have three
general requirements:
1. They must satisfy public
participation process
2. They must be adopted by the
government entity
3. They must include nine
elements

Nine Required Elements
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Issues and Opportunities
Housing
Economic Development
Agricultural, Natural & Cultural
Resources
Land Use
Transportation
Utilities and Community Facilities
Intergovernmental Cooperation
Implementation
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Bristol Land Use Plan
Why is an updated needed?
1.

State Statutes requirement. Comprehensive Plans are required to be updated every 10 years. It has been 15 years since Bristol
has conducted a community-wide Land Use Plan text and map update.

2. No longer a Town. The Land Use Plan was created prior to incorporation as a village. The current Plan refers to the word “town”
vs. “village” throughout the document and needs updating.
3. Outdated demographics. The current Land Use Plan includes outdated existing and projected demographics for population,
housing, and land use.
4. Outdated text/tables. The current Land Use Plan is text-heavy and difficult to read. An updated Plan created by GRAEF will
transfer over relevant/needed text, but eliminate extraneous text and tables.
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Bristol Land Use Plan
Why is an updated needed?

5. Include recent planning efforts and developments. A village-specific Land Use Plan update allows Bristol to include elements
such as the “2018 Village Center Master Plan” and other property-specific master plans that may be desirable. The Plan can also
highlight recent developments such as the Bristol Business Park.
6. Need for revisiting land use goals: The Land Use Plan is over 15 years old. It is good planning practice to revisit with Village
leadership and the community if land use goals warrant any changes.
7. Future Land Use Map: Future land use map amendments occur from time to time during property-specific developments that
don’t match the original plan. The map should be discussed at a community-wide level to ensure future land uses reflect land use
goals. Additionally, land use phasing map should be updated.
8. Future Land Use Categories: Since 2006, Bristol has created new zoning districts that are not fully reflected in the Land Use
Plan. Additionally, Future Land Use categories could be simplified to follow best practices found in other rural communities. This
would be reflected in a new Future Land Use Map as well.
9. Zoning Updates: Land Use Plans typically include recommendations for the creation of new zoning districts or amendments to
existing zoning code. As part of the planning process and after Plan completion, the Village Board will consider working through
the existing zoning code to determine if changes are desirable (examples could include updating permitted/conditional uses
within zoning districts, changing dimensional requirements or design standards for different zoning districts, creating new zoning
districts, etc.)
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Planned Land Use Map as it exists today
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Planned Land Use Map
Land Area Breakdown according to map
Village of Bristol Planned Land Use*
2%

Agricultural

5%
5%

Residential

5%
40%

Industrial

Park & Recreation

41%
Business

Institutional

Land Use
Agricultural
Residential
Industrial
Park & Recreation
Business
Institutional
Total

Acres
8,345
8,497
1,131
1,100
1,100
507
20,679

Percent of Village
40%
41%
5%
5%
5%
2%
100%

*Note: The above breakdown does not include “growth areas”
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Planned Land Use Map vs. Zoning map
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Planned Land Use Map vs. Zoning map
Planned Land Use Map

Zoning Map

The Planned Land Use Map is about the future…

The Zoning Map is about what is allowed today…

The Planned Land Use Map is part of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan. The
Map depicts a long-term vision of how and where the village will grow and
change over the next 30 years to accommodate expected population and job
growth.

Decisions about Comprehensive Plan designations directly guide subsequent
decisions about zoning. The Village’s Zoning Map tells us how land can be used
and what can be built on any given property today. Zones are typically more
specific than the Planned Land Use categories and come with a set of rules
(included in the Village’s Zoning Code) that clarify what uses are allowed (e.g.,
residences, businesses, manufacturing), and how buildings may be developed
or changed (e.g., maximum heights and required setbacks from property lines).

The Planned Land Use Map and the Zoning Map are like a leader and a follower. The Planned Land Use Map is the leading map and the Zoning Map is the following map.
The Zoning Map can “catch up” to the Planned Land Use Map, but it can’t go past it.
The Planned Land Use Map is a long-range map that indicates what will be allowed 30 years from now, while the Zoning Map indicates what is allowed now. For most
properties in the village, what is allowed now and what will be allowed 30 years from now are essentially the same.

9

Questions? Want to share your ideas?
Send comments to clerk@villageofbristol.org or mail written
comments to 19801 83rd Street, Bristol, WI 53104 with
ATTN: 2050 Land Use Plan
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